Synthesis and pharmacology of seleninic acid analogues of the inhibitory neurotransmitter gamma-aminobutyric acid.
[structure: see text] The first seleninic acid analogues of gamma-aminobutyric acid (GABA) and of the specific GABA(A) agonist piperidine-4-carboxylic acid (isonipecotic acid), 1 and 2, respectively, have been synthesized and shown to be potent agonists at the GABA receptors.